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‘Orange police chief confirms probe
of possible wrongdoing by cops

By KEVIN DILWORTH

An investigation has been launched into possible crimi-
nal activity among police officers in Orange, the city’s chief
has confirmed. L

‘““There has been an ongoing criminal investigation

within the city,” said Chief Robert Sorge. “I'm actively and

aggresively continuing this investigation.”

Sorge added that further comment “would be inappro-
priate at this time.”

. John J. Fahy, as assistant U.S. attorney for New Jersey
in charge of the special prosecutions division, said, “We
can’t confirm any current investigation.”

. “If he (Sorge) is saying he's conducting a criminal in-
vestigation, we just hope that it’s done fully and prop-
erly, so we can clear our department of any and all alleged
aspersions cast upon it,” said Lt. Charles Cobbertt, president
of the Kinsmen, a black police officers group in Orange.

“We remember that, in 1974, the ,i‘.ssex County Prose-
cutor’s Office had an investigation (of the department),”
Cobbertt continued. “At the time, it was rumored throughout
the department that they (the prosecutor’s office) did not get
everyone who may or may not have been corrupt at the
time.”

. John Redden, deputy first assistant prosecutor in Essex
County, said he had “no comment” on whether his of-
fice was involved in an investigation of the Orange depart-
ment. ’

Chief Sorge disclosed the investigation in the wake of
gublic inquiries raised at Tuesday's city council meeting.

ome residents questioned whether it was true some police
officers were involved in drug trafficking.

Rocco Zarillo, a South Center Street resident and the
city’s former director of information and complaints, noted
how he was “affronted” by reports that some police officers
are under investigation for drug trafficking, and neither
Sorge nor Mayor Paul Monacelli, the city’s police director,
attended the meeting. .

If there were police officers “using or selling narcot-
ics,” Zarillo continued, Sorge had an obligation to arrest
those people and refer the matter to the municipal court and
prosecutor’s office.

“we're talking about drugs here,” Zarillo told the coun-
cil. “The matter should be investigated. We've got too
many clean cops in this department” who are being forced
“to have a stigma attached to them.”

On Oct. 22, 1982, two Orange police detectives, Thomas
Fazio, 31, and Daniel 0’Connor, 26, were arrested in a

- Newark apartment during State Police drug raids.

A state grand jury indicted them on charges of failing
to investigate and arrest six alleged drug dealers.

O'Connor and Fazio, Orange officials later reported,
were supposed to be at a stakeout in Orange looking for a
suspec{(ed rapist at the time of their drug-related arrests in
Newark.

Both men resigned from the force and lost their pen-
sions. In May 1985, Fazio and O’Connor were sentenced
to three years' probation and fined $10,000 and $2,000, re-
spectively. .

In a separate probe, the Essex County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice four years ago investigated the disappearance of $4,500
worth of jewelry from the Orange Police Department’s evi-
dence room.

The prosecutor’s office concluded there was “some
negligence” on the part of authorities in Orange. But, it
added, no one person could “be pinpointed as a suspect”
responsible for either misplacing or taking the gems.

Two Orange police officers, Abdul H. Bilal, 30, and
Craig Burns, 29, were charged with aggravated robbery, re-
ceiving stolen property and carrying concealed wea'leons
while in Cleveland last August on official business. They
face trial in Cuyahoga County (Ohio) Common Pleas Court
on Feb. 11.

This is not the first time Bilal has been in trouble. He
was fired from his post on Nov. 7, 1983, after being ac-
cused—by then Police Chief Pasquale (Pat) Messano and an
independent hearing officer—of improper conduct, disci-
pline problems, failing to answer and assist other police
officers while on his post and self-admitted “personal prob-
lems.” '

Two months later, then-Mayor Joel Shain reinstated
Bilal after agreeing to do so at the urging of the Kins-
men. Bilal and Burns are members of the organization.
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Mayor Sharpe James is flanked by two new Newark judges, Myrna Milan and Alison Brown Jones

James names 2 women to bench

Newark Mayor Sharpe James has
nominated two new judges for the New-
ark Municipal Court.

He noted both were women from
minority groups, and added if she is
confirmed by the city council, Myrna
Milan will become the first woman of
Hispanic origin to sit on the Newark
bench. .

Milan is a former municipal pros-
ecutor for Elizabeth. The other nomi-
nee, Alison Brown Jones, has served as
assistant corporation counsel for New-
ark since 1982.

During his State of the City ad-
dress on Jan. 14, James disclosed he
would submit the two nominations. He

said the two would make the city’s
court “an All-American court.”

Upon confirmation of the two ap-
pointments, he said, “the Newark court
will be the most dedicated and most
representative judicial body in the
state. Qur magistrates will reflect our
city’s diverse population, black, white,
Hispanic and Portuguese.”

Milan is a former research assist-
ant to Professor Alfred Slocum, who is
currently the New Jersey- Public Advo-
cate. She is now in private practice in
Elizabeth.

. Concerning Jones, the mayor said:
“During her tenure with the city of
Newark, Ms. Jones has served as chief

of the law department’s labor section,
counsel to varlous agencies and depart-
ments and has ably represented the city
in numerous workers’ compensation
cases and civil litigation.”

The mayor also revealed he wiil
“forward the names of several sitting
judges to the city council for reappoint-
ment in the next few weeks.”

Since taking office in 1986, James.
has appointed Paul Daniele and Rich-
ard (gomcs—thc first Portuguese-
American on.the Newark bench—to the
judiciary.

The Newark Municipal Court has
five judges and one presiding judge.
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We’re the Eye DR, and
that’s what makes the difference.

We think factories are fine. For lots of
things. But when it comes to eyeglasses,
you deserve personal service. Like the

kind you get:at the Eye DR.

Instead of giving you a number and
rushing you through, we give you the
time you need. The time to answer your
questions. And the time to make sure that
everything is just right. That your glasses
fit. That your glasses are accurate. That

For more information or an
appointment, CALL TOLL FREE

SEE THE

your glasses make you look pretty terrific.
Before you realize what's happening,
you're being treated like a person in-

stead of a number. And that's the way it

should be.

AND GLASSES.

WE ACCEPT MEDICARE
AND ARE PRIMARY
PROVIDERS IN MANY
VISION CARE PROGRAMS.

And you make no sacrifice for this per-
sonal aftention. At the Eye DR, you always
get efficient service, quality care,
affordable prices. Day in.
And that’'s what makes the difference.

800-772-2238

SEE THE DIFFERENCE.

Day out.

Sunday 9 AM. to 3 P.M. and
Weekdays 9 A.M. to 8 P.M.

FOR EXAMS, CONTACT LENSES

=
o d
=
L -]

Village trustee suing
S. Orange police chietf

By KEVIN DILWORTH

South Orange Police Chief Fred-
erick Gayder, the subject of a scathing
report last year that said the depart-
ment was filled with poor management,

- favoritism and “a complete lack of pro-
fessionalism,” has been slapped with a
defamation of character lawsuit.

Village Trustee Ronald A. Chelel,
through attorney Neil G. Duffy of West
Orange, filed the civil action in Superi=
or Court in Newark last week.

Last July, the suit contends,
Gayder “maliciously and willfully” de-
famed Chelel’s character when he ac-
cused the trustee of “misconduct and
malfeasance in public office.”

Gayder did this, the suit contends,
when he wrote, published and mailed a
letter about Chelel “to all residents” of
South Orange.

The letter came two years after .

two police officers stopped someone for

drunk driving and simultaneously de-

cided not to issue a summons. -

In the letter, Gayder accused Che-
lel of using “the color of his office as an
elected official” to coax “the two uni-
formed officers to turn over to him the
prisoner” and to drive the person home
in his car.

Gayder's letter said, “This arrest
and release of a prisoner was covered
up, and only later did it surface. The

act was considered as official miscon-
duct and of obstruction of justice by the
interference of a politician of an ongo*
ing street arrest by police officers.”

Duffy noted Gayder referred the
matter to the Essex County Prosecu-
tor’s Office, which later said it could
not find any evidence to support
Gayder's claims about Chelel.

During testimony before the mu-
nicipal investigation committee, the
two officers—Donald Hanna and Albert
J. Miller—said they once stopped an
unidentified man for driving “erratical-
ly” along Valley Street. But, they tes-
tified, they merely wanted to get the
motorist off the road and Chelel, who
was in the area, volunteered to drive
the motorist home.

The two officers, the municipal in-
vestigation report concluded, agreed to
let Chelel drive the unidentified man
home and there was nothing more to
the incident.

The police chief on Friday con-
firmed he had been served with the
civil suit. He referred comment to his
attorney, Robert DeGroot, who could
not be reached for comment.

As a result of Gayder's actions, the
suit maintains, Chelel has been exposed
“to hatred, contempt, ridicule, disgrace
aptd she loss of good will in his commu-
nity.”

~ Union to boost staff

at packed

By ROBERT E. MISSECK

Union County authorities said yes-
terday they will increase staff on all
shifts in an effort to cope with severe
crowding at the juvenile detention
center in Elizabeth.

-The county is also- pressing state
officials to transfer as many youngsters
as possible, and as quickly as feasible,
from the George W. Herlich Juvenile
Quarters to state facilitics.

Freeholder Chairman Michael La-
polla said the county also plans to begin
using a “wristlet” program, similar to
the one now in use at the nearby county
jail, which will allow youngsters to be
sent home, yet remain under supervi-
sion electronically.

In the program, youngsters al-
lowed by the court to go home would
wear an electronic wristlet. Each
wristlet would be hooked up to the

juvenile jail

youngster’s home telephone and would
allow authorities constantly to monitor
the youngster’s whereabouts.

.. Meanwhile, Lapolla said, the state
Division of Youth and Family Services
is also working with the Family Court
judges, the county prosecutor's office
and the probation departrent to “try to
develop other alternatives to institu-
tionalization.” -

_The population at the county de-
tention center, which has a maximum
capacity of 35, burgeoned to more than
70 this week, prompting county authori-
ties to take measures to case the
crowding.

_ Lapolla said the crowding at the
facility, which is a short-term detention
program for youths who have been sen-
tenced or who are awaiting court action
on endm% juvenile charges, “is a state-
wide problem, not one that exists only
in Union County.”
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Petsian, Chinese, Pakistani & indian -

Chapter XI case #86b12240, Southern District Court of NY
plus various other conveyence claims

Madi Avseli

do diately liguidate

0 has been
all oriental rugs from the abov

d claims regardless of cost.

C.M. CUMMINS, O.D., EL. SHACK, O.D., P.A.

No Bidding Wars or Competition
Sat. Jan. 23, 10 - 5 PM

Sun. Jan. 24, 10 - 6 PM

HOLIDAY INN, 304 Rt. 22 West, Springfield - 376-9400
Note: We will gladl¥ apprai«.»‘o‘/1 r oriental rug for possible trade-in value.
Terms: Cash, hack, AmEx, Visa, MC
Authenticity Certificate Supplied with each purchase
Appointed admini: Madi Aucti & Co., Inc.

(201)722-7318 or (201)492-2109

The Eye DR's offices are convenlently located in « BLOOMFIELD 1255 Broad St. « BRICKTOWN Dorado Pia
. za, Lanes
Mill Rd.e CLIFTON 4219 Main St. « EATONTOWN/OCEAN TOWNSHIP Orchard Plaza, Rte. 35 South * EDISON
550 Old Post Rd. ¢« MORRISTOWN Shop Rife Plaza, 30 Lafayette Ave. ¢ PARAMUS Super Gap Ctr., Rte. 47 South
*» TOTOWA/WAYNE 255 Rte. 46 West ¢ TRENTONIEWlNé 1330 Parkway Ave.  UNION 934 Stuyvesant Ave.
* W. ORANGE/ORANGE 556 Main St. « WOODBRIDGE/AVENEL Plaza 35, 1030 St. Georges Ave.
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